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Indiian farmer shouldn’t be deprived of any technology

Global biotech major Bayer has
been a major playerin India’s
hybrid seeds business, particu-
larly in cotton, corn and vegeta-
bles, with the company associ-
atedwith over 30 million
smallholder farmers.
Simon Wiebusch,
managing director and
CEO, Bayer Crop-

Science spoke to

Sandip Dason the

need to boost farm
incomesin the country.

On the regulatory aspects of
genetically modified (GM)
crops, no new cotton seed
varieties have been approved
for commercial cultivationin
thelast two decades.What is
yourview?

India has an effective regu-
latory system.I know there’s
always lot of discussions
around whetheritis fast
enough or timely. It is not really

predictable especially in terms
of timing. When you have top-
ics such as genetically modified
(GM) organisms getting caught
up in court cases,and itis not
clearwhether thereisaroute to
market, it becomes very,
very hard to commit to
investing in something
which I personally
believe isveryimpor-
tant for the agriculture
sector.] don’t thinkan
Indian farmer should be
deprived of any technology
thatis out there to make them
successful. We need advances
in cotton productivity.

What are the keychallenges
facing the Indian agricultural
system?

India is one of the few coun-
tries around the world with an
accelerated agricultural poten-
tial. The difficultywe find in
Indiaisthattherearealot of

ingrained systems.Most crop
rotation is based onriceand
wheat, especially in Punjab.We
know that thisis not the ideal
crop rotation given
theweather con-
ditions orwater
availability.
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towards direct-seeded rice
(DSR), for example.If you look
at DSR,in Punjabyou could
move to averydifferent crop-
ping system,where you grow
pulses or corn (maize).All of a
sudden,you have three crops.
Pulsesarealsoa crop that
Indian importsin large quanti-
ties.We need tolook at crop
systems that help reduce water
usage,suchas DSR,alongwith
adding pulses and improving

WE NEED TO LOOK
AT CROP SYSTEMS
THAT HELP REDUCE
WATER USAGE, SUCH
AS DIRECT-SEEDED
RICE, ALONG WITH
ADDING PULSES AND
IMPROVING
FERTILISER USAGE

fertiliser usage. Farmers are
encouraged to growcorn or
maize whichisbecominga
very important crop.

What is Bayer’s role in sup-
porting farmers to improve
theiragri-system?

Ourmost prominent
approach is Better Life Farming
(BLF),where we have centres
primarilyinless-developed
areas of the country.We are try-
ing towork with farmers and
help them improve the agri-
ecosystem andlink them to the
food value chain.Launched in
2018, the BLFallianceisalong-
term tie-up between Bayer,
International Finance Corpo-
ration, Netafim,and Yara.Thes
centres provide knowledge
transfer on the latest technolo-
gies in seeds, crop protection,
crop nutrition,drop irrigation,
soil management, financial lit-
eracy,etc. It gives farmers
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access to theright agronomy to
produce what somebody ide-
allywantsand actsasaninter-
mediary to support the food
value chain’s expansion. Our
network of BLF centersin India
isabout 1,600 at this point.

What is the zonal spread of
these BLF centres?

These centres are function-
ing primarily in eastern states,
including Odisha, Jharkhand,
and eastern Uttar Pradesh.We
have food value-chain partner-
ships in Gujarat on potatoes.
Weare alsoworkingwitha
number of dairies on silage.I
think the Better Life Farming
concept is the most compre-
hensive in terms of really try-
ing to move the ecosystem ofa
farming community towards

greater prosperity.

(The writerwas in Huxley
(lowa) at the invitation of Bayer)
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